
Year 5 Newsletter 

English 
In Term 1  we will be using a text called “Skellig” by David Almond which will 
inspire writing based on character and setting. The children will also write  
informal letters and well as a balanced argument. Our SPaG focus will be 
around ensuring that what is written is accurately punctuated and that the 
common Yr 5 and 6 words are spelt correctly.   
Maths 
In maths our main focus will be place value and number. The children will be 
introduced to numbers up to 1 million. They will  explore and investigate the 
value of each digit in these. We will then begin to apply this knowledge to   
addition and subtraction including using written methods in a range of prob-
lem solving and reasoning problems. 
Science 
Our science topics are ‘Forces and ‘Materials. We will explore the new        
language, vocabulary and concepts within these topics and the children will 
have many opportunities to investigate using practical resources. Below is a 
list of the key vocabulary for science: 
 
Air resistance– a type of friction between air and another mate-
rial 
Water resistance-a type of friction between water and another 
material 
Gravity-the force that attracts a body towards the centre of the Earth. 
Friction– the resistance that one surface encounters when moving over another 
Pulley-a mechanism involving a wheel and a rope used to lift heavy weights 
Mechanism– a system of parts working together in a machine.  

Home Learning  
Maths sheets will be sent weekly, these should 

take around 20 minutes to complete.  
Five times reading is still an expectation– reading 
records to be in school on a Friday (if your Year 
group does not have a reading record yet, please 

note this in the contact book).  
Times tables rock star (TTRS) should be accessed 
three times a week. The class teacher will monitor 

and challenge the children appropriately.  
Spellings will be weekly and from the Year 5/6 

common exception words list.  

Welcome to Year 5!  
It has been lovely to welcome the children back to school. They have been fantastic at adapting to and        

remembering the new routines we have in place. They have made a brilliant start to the new learning in Year 5 
and we can’t wait to share all of the exciting things we have planned for them!  

Timetable  
Monday– Spelling Test, new spellings sent 
home 
Tuesday– PE outside  
Wednesday– PE outside, Home Learning 
Due in  
Thursday-  
Friday– Home learning sent home, Reading 
record books in school 



VIPS East Borough  
Year 5 

Our Global Theme: Identity and Diversity  
Our Question: Do we have a moral obligation to help people in times of adversity? 
Our Concepts:  
Morality: the distinction between good and bad 
Spirituality: the quality of being concerned with the human spirit or soul 
Adversity: a state of serious or continued difficulty 
Equality: the state of being equal, being the same in measure or value 
Authentic Outcome 
The children will be participating in “The Squashed Tomato Challenge” which is a STEM challenge created to solve a problem faced by farmers in 
Nepal. Farmers in the Pahad region of Nepal grow tomatoes and sell them in markets. The most fertile soil for growing is located at the top of 
the mountains but the markets are in the valleys. There are no roads to get down the mountains and the paths can become quite treacherous 
which means farmers are risking their lives for their livelihood. The children are challenged to design, create and test a creation that farmers 
could use to help transport their goods. Once the children have created their tomato carriers, we will test them in the school hall with real toma-
toes.  

Key vocabulary for this theme: 
Mountains: a large, steep hill 
Range:a series of mountains or hills that are connected 
Peak: the top of the mountain 
Volcanic: having to do with volcanoes 
Plate tectonics: the Earth’s crust is split up into large plates 
Fault mountain: a mountain formed on a tectonic fault 
Earthquake: a slip on a tectonic fault that results in the ground shaking 
Tremors: a small earthquake 
Seismic: relating to earthquakes or other vibration in the Earth 
Aftershock: tremors that occur after a main earthquake 

In Year 5 our theme of Identity and Diversity will be addressed through the subjects of PSHE and geogra-
phy. Our geography learning will be based around the country of Nepal including the Himalaya mountain 

range. The geography learning will be closely linked to PSHE as we seek to understand some of the range of 
national, regional, religious and ethnic identities. We will also be learning about natural disasters including 

why/how they happen and what the human responses are to them.  


