
Year 2 Newsletter 

English 
In Term 1 we will be using a range of texts which will inspire writing based on 
character and setting. The children will also write information texts and     
informal letters. Our SPaG focus will be around ensuring that what is  written 
is accurately punctuated and that what is written can be read back and makes 
sense. 
Maths 
In maths our main focus will be place value and number. The children will be 
exploring 2 digit numbers. They will investigate the value of each digit in 
these and ways to represent these numbers. We will then begin to apply this 
knowledge to addition and subtraction.  
Science 
Our science topics are ‘Animals including Humans’ and ‘Materials’. We will    
explore the new language, vocabulary and concepts within these topics and 
the children will have many opportunities to investigate using practical        
resources. Below is a list of the key vocabulary for science: 
 
Offspring — the young of animals 
Life cycle — the changes that an animal goes through between birth and death 
Nutrition — food necessary for health and growth 
Hygiene — practices to maintain health and prevent disease 
Chrysalis — the protective covering of a caterpillar transforming into a butterfly 
Survival — to continue to exist despite difficult conditions 
Basic Needs — the essentials that animals need to survive eg water, food, heat 
 

Home Learning  
Maths sheets will be sent weekly, these should 

take around 20 minutes to complete.  
Five times reading is still an expectation– reading 

records to be in school on a Friday. 
Spellings will be weekly and will include high  

frequency words.  They will also be bringing home 
a blending list to practise.  

Welcome to Year 2!  
It has been delightful to welcome the children back to school. They have been fantastic at adapting 

to and remembering the new routines we have in place. They have made a super start to the new 
learning in Year 2 and they all seem excited about what we have in store for them this year.  

Timetable  
 

Monday- 
Tuesday– Outdoor PE, Spelling Test 
Wednesday– Home Learning due in  
Thursday- Outdoor PE 
Friday– Spellings and Home learning sent 
home, Reading record books in school 



VIPS East Borough  
Year 2 

Our Global Theme: Identity and Diversity  
 
Our Questions: What makes me who I am? 
 
Our Concepts:  
Friendship — being with someone you can trust and they make you feel comfortable. 
Strength - a measure of individual resilience and confidence which can help you succeed.  
Individuality - characteristics that make someone or something one of a kind.  
Resilience — When you keep on trying, even when it gets difficult. 
 
Authentic Outcome 
The children will be designing and creating a mask that will reflect their own individuality. They will present their ideas on a mood board to an 
audience at school.   

Key vocabulary for this theme: 
Geography 
Cliff — a high, steep face of rock or earth  
Coast — the land next to the ocean; seashore  
Forest — a large area of land covered with many trees and other plants. 
Hill — a raised area of land smaller than a mountain.  
Sea— the salt water covering most of the earth; ocean.  
River — a large natural stream of water flowing in a particular course toward a lake, ocean, or other body of water. 
Human features — human characteristics of a place 
Physical features — natural characteristics of the Earth’s surface 
Town — an area with streets, houses, and buildings that is larger than a village but usually smaller than a city  
Valley — a long area of low land between mountains or hills. A stream or river often runs through a valley. 
Country — a large area of land where people live under the same government or have the same culture; nation.  
Continent — one of the earth's seven major areas of land. The continents are Africa, Antarctica, Asia, Australia, Europe, North  
America, and South America. 
 
 

In Year 2 our theme will be Identity and Diversity.  Our lead subject will be Geography. Our Geography 
learning will be about our local area and it’s place in United the Kingdom.  This will be entitled ‘Putting  
Maidstone on the Map.’ We will be focusing on the physical and human features of the environment.  


