
Year 1 Newsletter 

English 
In Term 1  we will be continuing to learn our writing skills through Story 
World just as the children did in Early Years. This involves learning a story by 
heart and working to retell both the original story and then their own, slightly 
amended version. Our first story to learn by heart will be Jack and the    
Beanstalk, beginning next week. The children will continue to develop their 
phonic knowledge through their Read Write Inc sessions, where they will be        
practising all the sounds learnt so far, learning new ones and developing a 
range of reading skills.   
Maths 
In Maths, our main focus for this term will be place value and number. We 
have started the term reviewing the children’s knowledge from last year. We 
will be counting forwards and backwards up to 20, looking at 1 more and 1 less, 
comparing amounts and numbers including using the greater than (>) and less 
than (<) symbols. We will be thinking about our number facts and then applying 
these to both addition and subtraction.  
Science 
Our Science topics are ‘My Body’ and ‘Materials.’  We will explore the new lan-
guage, vocabulary and concepts within these topics and the children will have 
many opportunities to investigate using practical resources.  
Below is a list of the key vocabulary for science: 
Parts of the body - Arm,  leg,  feet,  toes,  hands,  head,  back,  stomach,  shoul-
ders, elbow, neck etc… 
Our 5 senses — Sight, touch, hear, smell, taste 
Materials - Wood,  plastic,  paper,  metal,  glass 

Home Learning  
 

Maths sheets will be sent home weekly.  
 

Five times reading is still an expectation– reading 
records to be in school on a Friday (These will be 

sent home as soon as we have assessed which  
reading book band your child will begin on).  

 
A blending list will be sent home weekly with red 

words (those words that don’t sound out) to      
rehearse together.  

Welcome to Year 1!  
It has been lovely to welcome the children back to school. Year 1  have been fantastic at adapting to the  

new routines that we have put in place. They have made a brilliant start to the new learning in Year 1 and are 
already showing their wonderful behaviour in the classrooms.  

Timetable  
 

Monday- 
Tuesday–  
Wednesday– Home learning to be handed in. 
Thursday– Outside PE & Forest School.  
(No earrings to be worn)  
Friday– Home learning sent home.  
Reading record books in school, 5x reading 
checked.  



VIPS East Borough  
Year 1 

Our Global Theme: Identity and Diversity  
Our Questions: Do we all belong? 
Our Concepts:  
Belonging 
A natural liking for a place or situation. 
Community  
A group of people living in the same place or having a particular characteristic in common. 
Empathy 
The ability to understand and sahare the feelings of another,. 
Individuality 
The Quality or character of a particular person or thing that distinguishes them from others. 
 
Authentic Outcome 
We will have a homeless day, the children will plan this day and decide during the term how we can support a homeless charity. We will also build 
our own village, create maps and invite other classes for a tour.  

Key vocabulary for this theme: 
Geography 
Map, street, road, town, key.  
House, flat, bungalow, terrace, semi detached,  
Room, furniture, door, window, garden.  
DT 
Plan, make and evaluate.  
Materials, attach, join cut, tools.  
PSHCE 
Family, belonging, individuality, similarities, differences., keeping healthy.  Any more? 

In Year 1 our theme of Identity and Diversity will be addressed through the subjects of PSHCE, Geography and DT. We will be 
exploring our identity and the different groups we belong to. We will then be looking at different types of homes in Maidstone 

and comparing them with homes in Thailand. We will think about what makes a home and why people choose the homes they live in. 
We will be designing and creating a model home. This topic also gives us an opportunity to explore and empathise with homeless 

people and support a local homeless charity. 


