
 
 
 
 

 

Tapestry Information 
 

Dear Parents/Carers, 
 
As a school, we have been delighted by the positive feedback we have received from our parents 
regarding our online Learning Journey access via Tapestry. Therefore, we are pleased to inform you 
we are now opening Tapestry access, to allow parents to add their own observations on their child. 
Please read the following information carefully for instructions on how to add observations to your 
child’s account, along with our expectations on how many observations you should be adding. Next 
term, we shall also be using Tapestry as the only means for you to record and share your child’s 
Home Learning with us. 
 
How to add an observation 
When you log in to your Tapestry account you will be able to view the observations about your child 
that have been shared with you. You will also see an option to ‘add an observation’. As children 
spend a considerable amount of their time at home with family members, they will naturally 
demonstrate newly acquired knowledge and skills in the home environment. In order to accurately 
build a picture of your child’s learning and development, and plan their next steps effectively, it is 
important that parents contribute to the records of their child’s learning and development. We 
would now like parents to make these contributions by adding to the online learning journey of their 
child using the ‘add an observation’ function. 
 
What would I add as an observation? 
An observation would be any significant moment in your child’s learning and development. An 
occasion where they demonstrate something which is a noteworthy achievement, new skill or next 
step in their learning and development.  
For example, this could be:  

• Where you have observed that your child has achieved (or has shown that they are making 
significant progress towards achieving) something that they have been working towards such as 
trying new foods, speech and language goals, learning new words, gaining a swimming badge, being 
more confident in situations with unknown adults or other children, learning how to ride their trike 
or scooter, catching a ball etc.  

• Something your child does or says as part of their play, during daily activities or when out and 
about, that shows a significant step in their learning.  
- For example, you may overhear them counting their teddies as they line them up whilst playing 
with them, counting aloud accurately 1, 2, 3, 4, 5 and you have not heard them do this before. 
- It might be that you are out at the park and they make comments on the bare trees or colours of 
the leaves that shows they are observing and describing their surroundings and using new language.  
- It could be that they independently pick up a book at home and begin to tell the story using the 
pictures and show that they have remembered the story and are repeating the story language. Or 
they can identify some of the sounds in the words and begin to try and segment and blend these to 
read words independently. 



 
 
 
 

 

 
Observations shared should be things that have occurred as part of your child’s everyday play and 
activities. The intention is not that any special activities or learning need to be set up by parents/ 
carers. The aim of the add an observation tool is to enable parents to easily share significant 
moments in their child’s everyday learning that contribute to the development of a well-rounded 
picture of each child’s learning and development by staff and parents/carers. In the event of your 
child having to isolate at home due to Covid – 19, we will ask for ONE observation per day to be 
shared if you wish. During normal circumstances, we would ask that only ONE observation per 
week is shared to your child’s Learning Journey should you wish. Any observations from parents 
will automatically be sent to the school’s Tapestry account where they can be viewed by staff. Staff 
will review observations and add them as additional evidence if required. Not all observations by 
parents will be added to your child’s Learning Journey if we feel this is a skill your child has already 
demonstrated independently in school. However, staff will appreciate seeing your child 
demonstrating their skills within their home environment and will enjoy seeing your observations! 
 
How do I record and share an observation? 
Observations added can be added in the form of a photograph or a video with a few brief notes 
written to explain what it is that is significant about your child’s learning and development that you 
are sharing with us. 
Examples of how an observation might be recorded could be: 

 • Child’s name told their little sister a bedtime story last night, using the pictures in their book to 
help them tell the story. We are very proud!  

• Child’s name was helping me lay the table and counted out the plates that we needed, 1, 2, 3, 4. 
We carried on and counted to 10 together.  

• Child’s name was very excited to write her own invitations to her friends (accompanied with a 
photograph of the child’s emergent mark making on the envelopes).  

• Child’s name has been practising throwing and catching the ball in the garden with his brother and 
has finally got it! (with a video uploaded showing this). 
 
We hope that providing you with further access to Tapestry will prove really effective as a method of 
sharing information about your child’s learning and development. If you have any questions 
regarding the use of Tapestry or require assistance in setting up or accessing your account, please do 
not hesitate to contact me via office@eastborough.viat.org.uk  
  
Kind regards, 
Mrs Heckels 
Leader of Learning, EYFS and Year One 
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