
 

 

 

 

Attendance 

 

Impact on Your Child 

 

 

 



 Education is like a 

 jigsaw puzzle... 

 

  

In terms 1 and 2, Mary was absent for 4 days. Whilst 

Mary was at home, her class learned how to use 

commas and exclamation marks in their writing, how to 

use common word endings correctly and the names of 

common 3-D and 2-D shapes. 

 

 In terms 3 and 4, Mary was absent for a further 9 

days. Whilst Mary was at home, her class learned how 

to use speech marks in sentences, how to describe 

characters in their story writing, how to recognise 

lines of symmetry and to recognise two digital multiples 

of 5. 

...during each school term more pieces fit together... 

In terms 5 and 6, Mary was away on holiday for 10 

days. Whilst Mary was absent, her class learned how 

to turn statements into questions, how to use content 

pages and indexes to locate text and how to skim-

read. They also learned to understand the difference 

between fact and fiction, how to recognise right angles 

and how to tell the time.  

...without all the pieces your child may never have the 

whole picture. 

Education matters. Don’t let your child miss out. 



School Attendance 

Is 90% attendance good enough? 

 

A 90% attendance rate sounds pretty good – so what does it actually look like? 

  

90% attendance means that the child has been absent for the equivalent of one half-

day every week. 

 

In Year 1, a 90% attendance rate would mean that the child has missed the equivalent 

of four whole weeks of lessons in the school year. If the child continues to attend for 

only 90% of the time that she is at Primary School, they will miss a total of 23 weeks, 

which is equivalent to over half a school year. 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Attendance Percentages 

The school year is made up of 190 days. How much education has your child missed? 

95%  =  10 days 

90%  =  20 days 

85%  =  30 days 

80%  =  40 days 

75%  =  50 days 

70%  =  60 days 

Over half 
 a school 
year of 
missed 

learning  

September 
October 

November 
December 

January 
February 

March 
April 
May 
June 
July 



 

Should my 

child go to 

school today? 
 

Every day counts 
 

Catch the attendance bug! 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Headache, ear ache and 

stomach ache 
 

Children with headache, ear ache or 

stomach ache can go to school – just 

let the staff know they have felt 

unwell. 
 

Give paracetamol and plenty of  

fluids to drink. 
 

If headache, ear ache or  

stomach ache persists seek medical 

advice 

 

 

 

 

 

High Temperature 
 

Give paracetamol and plenty to drink.  

If temperature continues for 3 days 

or more, seek medical advice. 
 

After paracetamol, if your child 

feels better, bring them into school.   

 
 

Coughs and Colds 
 

Children should be given 

paracetamol, plenty of fluids to 

drink and can be sent to school.  
 

If your child is asthmatic, remember 

they may need their blue inhaler 

more often.   

 

 

Flu and Swine Flu 
 

Children should go back to school 

when recovered – this is usually 

about 5 days.   
 

Diarrhoea and vomiting  
 

Children can return to school 48 

hours after the last episode of 

diarrhoea or vomiting.     
 

But do not go swimming for 2 weeks 

after last episode of diarrhoea. 

 
 

Hand, foot and mouth, 

warts and verrucae, 

athlete’s foot and 

molluscum contagiosum 
 

Children can go to school.  Verrucae 

should be covered in swimming pools 

and changing rooms.   
 

 

Threadworm 
 

Children can go to school when they 

have started their treatment. 

Head Lice 
 

Children can go to school with head 

lice but they must be treated for 

the condition to prevent further 

spread. 
 

There is an expectation that parents 

will be treating their children and 

family members weekly by wet 

combing with a nit comb and 

conditioner. 

SEE YOUR SCHOOL NURSE FOR 

FURTHER ADVICE 

 
 

 

Conjunctivitis  
 

Children can go to school.  They will 

be encouraged to wash their hands 

to prevent further spread of 

infection.   

 

 

Impetigo 
 

Children can go back to school when 

their lesions are crusted or healed.   

 

Measles, Chicken Pox and 

German Measles 
 

Children should go back to school 5 

days after the rash has started.  

Please let the school know, as 

pregnant members of staff may be 

affected.    

 

 

Mumps 
 

Children should go back to school 5 

days from the start of swollen 

glands.   

 

 

Whooping Cough 
 

Children should go back to school 5 

days after starting antibiotics. 
 

Non infectious coughing may 

continue for many weeks.   
 

Medicines in School 
 

Children can come to school even if 

they are taking medicines, as staff 

are able to give them their medicine 

in school.   
 

Please send all medication in a 

measured dose, preferably in a 

syringe, labelled with your child’s 

name. An Administration of Medicine 

form must be completed.   
 

Please discuss with the 

Headteacher.   
 

Sore Throat, tonsillitis 

and glandular fever 
 

Children should be given 

paracetamol. Plenty of fluids to drink 

and can be sent to school.  

Scabies  
 

Children can go back to school after 

the first treatment.  The child and 

others at home should be treated as 

well.   


