


As a school we already know and 
believe.......

•Reading books aloud to children stimulates 
their imagination and expands their understanding of 
the world. It helps them develop language and listening 
skills and prepares them to understand the written 
word.

•Reading encourages children's cognitive development, 
improves language skills, academic performance and aids 
in emotional attachment.



Children learn the English alphabetic code: first they learn 
one way to read the 40+ sounds and blend these sounds 
into words, then learn to read the same sounds with 
alternative graphemes.
At East Borough we use Read Write Inc which includes 
lively phonic books which are closely matched to their 
increasing knowledge of phonics and ‘tricky’ words and, as 
children re-read the stories, their fluency increases.

How Do We Teach Reading?
Phonics









Phonics Screening
The phonics screening check is a short assessment to 
assess whether pupils have achieved an appropriate 
standard of phonics decoding skills by age 6.

Pupils who have not reached the required Year one 
standard should receive extra phonic support.  These 
pupils will re-take the test in Year 2.



Story World and Text Based 
teaching









Guided Reading
Teachers will designate around half an hour in their 
timetable a day to a guided reading session for their 
class. They will work with a small number of children to 
analyse a text in detail, making sure each child can read 
each word and discussing meaning of the text with 
them.  The text is chosen to match the groups ability.
Teachers try to make sure that this group guided 
reading session is done every day so that at the end of 
each week, each child has had some quality reading time 
with a teacher.
The rest of the class will do a variety of reading 
activities such as a pre-read, vocabulary, 
comprehensions, review of the text, personal responses, 
1:1 reading with TA, phonics or guided grp with TA





The Novel Study 
Approach

What is Novel 
Study?



Novel Study is where we 
take a high-quality text and 
explore the contents 
together as a class. 



Individual Reading

In School
• DEAR
• 1:1 with TA/teacher

At Home
• 5 times reading
• Read to your child
From Year R-6 and 4
beyond

The more you read, the better 
you are at it.  This is a simple 
fact.  This is described as the 
Matthew Effect of reading 
where early success in reading 
leads to increased success later 
on, and conversely, children who 
are poor readers will have 
difficulty catching up, and some 
never do!  Their primary school    

year are key!



When reading:
•Children should be encouraged to use their phonic 
knowledge
and skills to decode unknown words. 
•It is important that we do not let children rely on 
sounding out and encourage them to recognise sight 
words or repeated words in a story. 
•Children are likely to come across unfamiliar words in a 
story which they may not know the meaning of - make 
sure you make time for discussion about these words 
and their meanings. 
•In Year 1 and 2 children will start to be taught 
suffixes and prefixes(-ed, -ing). Children should be 
encouraged to read the root word that they know 
already and build on it.

E.g. mix -ing



What happens if a child gets stuck?

If a child gets stuck encourage them to:
•Fred talk the word (sound it out)
•Use the pictures to help give them clues on what might 
be 
happening.
•Think about what has already happened to give you 
clues for the sentence. 
•Does it look like a word you have seen before? Try it, 
does it make sense?
•Re-read the sentence or read on and come back to it



Questions
•Let's look at the front/back cover - what can you see?
•Do you think this is going to be a fiction (story) book or 
a non fiction (information book) - why?
•What do you think the story is going to be about?
•Let's read the blurb for clues.
•Point out the author and the illustrator. What does the 
author do? What does the illustrator do?
•What do you think will happen next?
•What happened at the beginning/middle/end of the 
story?
•Why? Was it happy and sad - why?
•Who was your favourite character - why?
•Which page did ....... happen? 



What next?
• Reading Enrichment – author visit, reading 
buddies, book corners, reading safari, snug 
and a bug
• Re-launch Library
• Re-launch 5 times Reading
• Reading Reps
• Accelerated reader


