
 
 
 
 

 

Dear Parents/Carers, 
 
Welcome to the Early Years Foundation Stage at Valley Invicta Primary at East Borough. 
We are looking forward to a fun filled and exciting year with your child and we are very 
pleased you have chosen us to be a part of your child’s learning journey. Your child will 
be learning so many new things this year, as well as growing and maturing socially and 
academically. 
 
My name is Gemma Heckels and I am the Leader of Learning for EYFS and Year One at 
East Borough. I have many years of experience within Early Years, both as a classroom 
teacher, and as EYFS lead at two previous schools. I have been part of the East Borough 
family for the past six years, having taught in both EYFS and Year One. I have worked in 
my role as Leader of Learning for the past two years and have enjoyed working closely 
with both the staff and children in my team. I am excited about the opportunity to get to 
know you, and am looking forward to a happy and productive school year. 
 
I know that starting school is an exciting, yet worrying time for both children and their 
parents. I want to reassure  you that we are doing a lot of work behind the scenes to 
ensure your child’s transition into school is as smooth as possible. It is important to us 
that we build a strong relationship with your child and yourselves, as such we are 
planning a full and exciting transition programme, which I am delighted to share with 
you below. All events are reliant on the nation making continued progress out of 
lockdown and we shall inform you of any necessary updates to our transition events. 
 
Transition Programme 2021 
 

Event Date Time 
Pre – School Phone Calls First two weeks of June  

Stay and Play Session 1 – You 
will be advised which session 

you will be attending. 

Tuesday 22nd June OR 
Thursday 24th June 

1:45 – 2:50pm 

Pre – School Visits Throughout June  

Stay and Play Session 2 
Parent Presentation and Food 
tasting – You will be advised 

which session you will be 
attending. 

Tuesday 29th June OR Thursday 
1st July  

 

1:45 – 2:50pm 



 
 
 
 

 

Parent Information Evening 
and school 

Wednesday 30th June Tours available 6:00 – 6:30pm 
Presentation 7:00pm 

Home Visits – You will be 
advised on your appointment 

time. 

Wednesday 1st September 
Thursday 2nd September 

Friday 3rd September 
Monday 6th September 

Afternoon 
All Day 
All Day 

Morning 

Family Picnic Monday 6th September 1:45 – 2:45pm 
Children attend part – time – 

You will be advised which 
session to attend. 

Tuesday 7th and Wednesday 
8th September 

9:00 – 11:00am OR 
1:00 – 3:00pm 

Children attend mornings and 
lunch – All children to attend. 

Thursday 9th and Friday 10th 
September  

9:00am – 1:30pm 

All children full time From Monday 13th September  Registration 8:55 am 
End of school day 3:10pm 

 
 
Educating a child is most successful when families and schools work together in 
partnership, in the best interests of the child. We welcome your support and input– 
after all you are your child’s first teacher! We are sending you an information page titled 
‘Am I ready for school?’ This information page shows several skills that you can work on 
with your child before they start school. These are the skills which will help your child 
access the class as independently as possible. Please remember that all children are 
unique, and to work on the skills that are developmentally appropriate to your child. 
 
Once again, I would like to extend a warm welcome to you and your family. We will be in 
regular contact with you with further details about transition, so please keep an eye out 
for our emails. 
I look forward to meeting you all soon. 
 
Kind regards, 
 
Mrs Heckels 
 
Leader of Learning EYFS and Year One. 
 
 
 
 

 


